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Walk the talk 


WILL CANADA WALK THE TALK ON THE TOBIN 
TAX? 


In March 1999, the Parliament of Canada 
endorsed the Tobin tax introduced to the House of 
Commons as a private member’s bill by Lorne 
Nystrom. During the debate and vote on the 
motion, Paul Martin, Minister of Finance, 
personally endorsed the principle of a Tobin tax. 
The Parliament of Canada is the first in the world 
to endorse this initiative. 


On September 25, G7 finance ministers and 
central bankers met in Washington, to work out a 
debt package as well as protect the international 
financial system from a recurrence of the Asian 
financial crisis. It chose Canada to head up the 
new Group of 20, a group consisting of ministers 
of finance, governors of central banks from 18 
countries, the European Union, the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund. Countries 
represented are the six G7 (the United States, 
Japan, Britain, Italy, Germany and France) plus 11 
others - Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, India, 
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South 
Korea and Turkey. The membership list itself was 
controversial and those most notably left off are 
the Netherlands, Sweden, Indonesia and Malaysia. 
This new group will represent 80% of the world’s 
economy. The G20’s mandate is to ensure that 
industrialized and developing countries better co- 
ordinate their economic policies to avoid the kind 
of global financial panic that rocked financial 
markets in 1997 and 1998. It will meet regularly, 
starting with a first meeting of finance ministers in 
December in Berlin. 


Canada was chosen to head up the G20 in part 
because it has been one of the most outspoken 
members of the G7 in pushing for an improved 
system of global financial surveillance in the wake 
of the Asian financial crisis. Paul Martin was made 
its chairman. 


But, just as it takes command of the newly 
created G20 forum of rich and poor nations, 
Canada, amongst others, is being faulted for not 
committing enough cash to wipe out billions of 
dollars in loans to the world’s poorest countries. 
Martin denied blame for the delay and would not 
say what Canada is willing to contribute. A final 
package could include nearly $30-billion (U.S.) in 
relief, coming from individual donor countries plus 
international institutions such as the World Bank 
and the IMF. World Bank president, James 
Wolfensohn, complained yesterday that global 
poverty was on the rise and that the international 
community was "going backward" in its struggle to 
eradicate human misery. With the exception of 
China, global poverty (as measured by the 
proportion of the population living on less than $1 
a day) has risen over the past three years, 
Wolfensohn said. 


NYSTROM URGES MARTIN TO WALK THE TALK 


Paul Martin must not forget his promise to support 
the Tobin tax, New Democrat finance critic Lorne 
Nystrom said, commenting on the recent 
Commonwealth and G7 _ Finance’ Ministers' 
meeting. “Paul Martin has the full support of the 
Parliament of Canada to show effective leadership 
on this fundamental issue. It is high time that he 
walks the talk." 
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For more information, please contact: 
quebec@attac.org 





More news from Ireland 


The bemused compliant Irish taxpayer stares in 
disbelief at the front pages of newspapers, which 
day after day expose the tax evasion schemes 
devised by their betters. We all know by now that 
an unlicensed bank, which was assisting Irish 
individuals and companies in evading tax, 
operated from the registered office of Cement 
Roadstone Holding, one of the biggest companies 
in the State. 


But please do not believe that our off shore 
dealings are all give and no take. As the Irish 
Times reported on the 16th of September, 
"Discrepancies in trade figures amounting to as 
much as US$700 million annually may point to a 
massive capital flight from Russia to Ireland and 
should be investigated, according to Russia's 
Prime Minister, Mr. Vladimir Putin." The origin of 
this money is unclear but several possibilities 
spring to evil minds, such as the laundering of 
profits from organised crime, or IMF money. 


And by the way, who said that all investment 
funds cared about was making more money for 
their shareholders? Pension funds too can be 
motivated by solidarity rather than by the profit 
motive. This was demonstrated when it was 
revealed that, following a failed share issue by 
Allied Irish Bank in 1988, shares were put in the 
staff pension funds account - without the Irish 
Stock Exchange being informed. The fact that 
solidarity was with the bank rather than with the 
widows and orphans fund should not take away 
from such a generous impulse. 


Claudine Gaidoni 
ireland@attac.org 





International week of actions 


Another world is possible 
No to the Millennium Round 


Decided during the International Meeting of June 
(1500 participants representing movements from 
80 countries) the international week of actions will 
start on the 12‘ October and end on the 17” 
October. 


The starting date corresponds to the Latin 
American Shout of the Dispossessed. For Work, 
Justice and Life (see the Newsletter # 05). 


In France and Belgium in 26 cities around 50 
ATTAC local groups representing around 10,000 
ATTAC members will participate to it often in 
collaboration with other organizations, with unions 
or political parties. Meetings, actions, 
demonstrations, concerts, seat-ins, picnics ... will 
punctuate the week. 


Ask for the program! 

Aubervilliers - Auxerre - Bordeaux - Brest - 
Brioude - Brussel - Chalon sur Saéne - Cran 
Gevrier - Die - Gon Pontouvre - Lille - Limoges - 
Louvain la Neuve - Lyon - Massy - Metz - Nantes - 
Paris - Poitiers - Rennes - Romans - St Pierre - St 
Vincent de Tyrosse - Tours - Valence - 
Villeurbanne ... 


http: //attac.org/fra/cale/ 
Information: 

ATTAC France: attacfr@attac.org 
ATTAC Belgium: belgium@attac.org 











Another World 


AFTER THE INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS OF 24, 25 
AND 26TH OF JUNE 1999 
PROSPECTS OF COMMON STRUGGLE AND ACTION 


1. The aim of the International meetings of J une 
1999 organised by ATTAC, in cooperation with 
CADTM, the Coordination against the clones of 
MAI, World Forum of Alternatives and DAWN was 
to contribute to the coordination of networks 
acting on an international level against market 
dictatorship. Networks which produce tools for 
analysis and which favour the exchanges and 
common action between the citizen movements, 
Human rights, social and cultural movements, 
Feminist movements and trade unions from 
different continents. 


2. This aim is not utopian. Opposing the 
increasingly liberal globalisation , backed by 
governments, who are often the first to oppose 
the globalisation of democracy and human rights, 
it is now question of developping and 
coordinating counter-attacks and of making the 
connection with forces containing a different logic. 
The success of the meetings in Paris, after the 
success of initiatives like the campaign against the 
MAI or for the cancellation of the Third World 
debt, is in itself a sign of this expectation : more 


4 


attac 


than 1200 participants coming from 
appproximatively 80 countries and representing 
movements of very different natures. 


3. We will have to recognize and support the main 
national and international struggles and actions of 
resistance against the dictatorship of the financial 
markets, notably by urgent campaigns to back 
social movements and movements for the defence 
of Human rights. Against these markets, the 
international financial institutions, multinational 
companies and governments which act as relays, 
it is important to support the desires of the people 
and to connect the forces and movements that 
express it in numerous countries. 


We will cooperate, whenever possible, with the 
networks and the social movements opposed to 
globalisation on both national and international 
levels. These connections and cooperation will be 
based on democracy and solidarity . We will 
especially encourage the links with the feminist 
movements, in order that our analysis and 
alternatives can be reformulated in a feminist 
perspective and from a women’s point of view, 
wherever they may be. 


4. The first deadline is the starting of a new cycle 
of multilateral commercial negociations - the 
millenium round - under the framework of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) whose ministerial 
conference is convoked at Seattle (United States) 
from 30th November to 3rd December 1999. 
These negotiations will not only be about the 
increased liberalisation of international trade, but 
also about investment, public markets and 
competition, services (health, education, 
transport,...), the patenting of the living. What is 
emerging is therefore much more than simply a “ 
clone of the MAI ” : it is nothing less than the 
control of humain activities by multinational 
companies. This is also the case for other clones 
such as_ bilateral free-trade agreements: 
Mediterrean countries-European Union ; Corea- 
Japan- United States ; European Union-Mexico, 
which establish the subordination of _ political 
power to the interests of “ investors and 
merchants. 


” 


It iS appropriate to launch an_ international 
campaign of information and mobilisation in order 
to counter all agreements which impinge on 
Human rights, the rights of the peoples and the 
sustainable development of the planet 


With the movements engaged against the MAI and 
the WTO, we are already mobilising from summer 


1999 , to demand a moratorium on the millenium 
round and to replace it with an (Assessment 
Round) of the WTO. In every country, the 
organisations of the civil society will undertake 
this assessment through democratic debate and 
an opinion poll which must be closely associated 
with the workers unions and with small and 
medium sized businesses. Attached to the 
principle of power separation, we also demand 
the suppression of the Organism for the 
Settlement of Disputes of the WTO in which the 
latter is both judge and accused. A reflexion 
should also be started on the creation of an 
independant court for international economic 
justice. 


Throughout the world, we will participate in the 
International Mobilisation Week planned from 12th 
October (Anti-colonization and _ libral neo- 
colonization day) to 17th October 1999 
(International day against poverty). Governments 
and members of parliament will be questioned, 
with the principal aim of denouncing the strategies 
of the multinationals. An International day of 
mobilisation and public initiatives will take place at 
the opening of the Seattle conference. Our 
watchfulness will not weaken as long as the 
negotiations of the WTO last. 


5. A second theme which will serve to join us : the 
fight for the taxation of financial transactions and 
the outlawing of tax-havens. An opportunity is 
provided for us in Europe : Finland, which has the 
presidence of the European Union during the 
second half of 1999 is one of only two countries, 
with Canada, whose political authorities have 
declared to be in favour of the Tobin tax. 


In this perspective, a world petition will be 
circulated on the different continents, and, 
particularly in the European Union where the 
critical size necessary to allow the taxation of 
speculation exists. If, at the end of this campaign, 
concrete measures are not planned by the 
governments, we will prepare more visible 
mobilisations,wherever possible. In Europe, it 
could take the form of a mass demonstration in 
Bruxelles or Luxembourg in the spring of 2000, in 
order to demand the suppression of tax-havens: 
to remove bank secrecy, judiciary space or the 
implementation of an international penal tribunal. 


6. A third theme for mobilisation : the debt of 
countries from the South and East. During the 
Cologne G7-G8 in J une 1999, the measures taken 
only concern a small part of the debt of the 
poorest countries, and are dependant on a 
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reinforcement in the structural adjustment plan 
imposed by the IMF and World Bank. We oppose 
these conditions which imply both the abandon of 
national sovereignty and a_ supplementary 
degradation in the living conditions of the 
concerned populations. In order return what was 
stolen from the people, we will support judicial 
proceedings against profiteers, dictators and 
corrupt heads of state as well as_ those 
responsable for the debt. We will push for the 
organisation of a front of indebted countries to 
insist on non-payment of the debt. 


We enthusiastically greet the organization of a 
South-South meeting for the cancellation of the 
debt, that will be held in Johannesburg from 18th 
to 20th November 1999. We must be prepared for 
new international mobilisations, particularly for 
the Okinawa G7 summit in July 2000, so that this 
last year of the millenium be that of the 
cancellation of the debt of the countries of the 
South ans East. 


7. A fourth theme for mobilisation : Genetically 
modified organisms (GMO). The social 
movements, trade unions, NGOs and citizens 
participating in the International Meeting decided 
to start a campaign to question governments and 
members of parliament and to demand: 


- the creation of democratic instruments of control 
in order to ensure the tools of biotechnological 
research will serve society and not be for the 
exclusive benefit of multinational companies . 


-To instigate a moratorium on genetically modified 
organisms in order to free peasants from the 
relationship of subordination developed by the 
multinational seed producers, to allow’ the 
development of alternative agricultures and 
scientific research for the good of humanity. 


- in Europe, we support the demand for the 
cancellationof the community directive concerning 
the “ legal protection of biotechnologic inventions 
"formulated by the Netherlands, Italy and Norway 


’ 


- The immediate end to all negociations by 
governments on the patenting of the living and 


the inclusion in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of a clause for the inalienable 
nature of the genetic patrimony. 


8. The harmful action of the international financial 
institutions was again evident during the Asian, 
Russian and Brazilian crisis. By their liberal 
measures, they have worsened the _ national 
economic situation and of course it is the weakest, 
the women, unemployed, peasants, small 
businesses and workers who have had to pay the 
price for the financial speculation and their plans 
of adjustment. It is necessary to analyse the 
actions of these financial institutions, to publicize 
them, to support the movements of resistance 
against these adjustment plans and to demand 
citizens control and an unbiased evaluation of 
their actions. We must look for the reponsabilities 
and fight the impunity of the “experts” including 
before the courts, and must elaborate and 
promote on the international stage alternative 
propositions. 


9. Women are. strongly affected by the 
consequences of globalisation ; they are the first 
to be affected by poverty and violence. The 
participants aim at obtaining equality of rights and 
their application throughout the planet. It is for 
this reason that we will support the World Walk of 
Women in 2000 and also all initiatives with the 
same goal. 


10. Future meetings will allow us to reunite. We 
have decided to take stock of the actions in 
progress within 2 years. Now, we must develop 
networks on an international scale in order to 
facilitate exchange and to make the information 
circulate on the struggles and actions of the 
different movements. The internet network, is, 
from this point of view the most economical and 
efficient method. The internet list ?transattac? 
must again function as the place of exchange for 
the international ATTAC movement. Specific and 
selective lists will be set up to share the 
information on the different actions engaged 
:Millenium Round, Capital taxation, fight against 
tax-havens, GMO’s, etc.... 


Rendezvous with ATTAC 
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From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 
information, please see: <http://attac. org/fra/cale> 





e Wednesday: PARIS 13 (FR) - ST DENIS (FR Reunion Island) - REIMS (FR) - CAEN (FR) 


e Thursday: ST BRIEUC (FR) - ST GILLES (FR) - PARIS x NANTERRE (FR University) - 
NOISIEL (FR) - PARIS 9 & 10 - ANGOULEME (FR) - ORLEANS (FR) - DIEPPE (FR) - 
RENNES (FR) 


e Friday: AlX EN PROVENCE (FR) 

e Saturday: BRUSSEL (BE) 

e Sunday: LA CIOTAT (FR) 

e Monday: MORLAIX (FR) - ANTIBES (FR) - VENISSIEUX (FR) - EPINAL (FR) 


e Tuesday: LIMOGES (FR) - LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE (FR) - POITIERS (FR) - VALENCE 
(FR) - LILLE (FR) - LOUVAIN LA NEUVE (BE) - BRUSSEL (BE) 


e Wednesday: METZ (FR) - LYON (FR) - VILLEURBANNE (FR) - LILLE (FR) - AUXERRE (FR) 


